




















































  

Council on American-Islamic Relations 
Georgia Chapter 

P.O. Box 942134  
Atlanta GA 30341 

 
July 30, 2018 

Commander  
United States Navy 
NR COMNAVSURFLANT Maintenance Execution Team 
Navy Operational Support Center Norfolk 
One Navy Drive 
Virginia Beach, VA 23459 
 
Dear Commander : 

I am Edward Ahmed Mitchell, attorney and executive director of the Georgia chapter of the 

Council on American-Islamic Relations. As you may know, CAIR Georgia is part of our nation’s 

largest Muslim civil rights organization. 

We write to request a religious accommodation on behalf of Chief Petty Officer Select, 

Hospital Corpsman . As a practicing Muslim, Corpsman  wishes to wear a 

version of her uniform that satisfies her sincerely held religious beliefs. Much like Orthodox Jewish 

women and people of various faiths, Corpsman  believes that she has a religious duty to 

cover her hair, chest, and extremities while in the presence of men who are not her family members.  

The basis for Corpsman  religious belief is the Quran, which Muslims consider the 

final holy book sent by God. “And say to the believing women that they should lower their gaze and 

guard their private parts; that they should not display their beauty and ornaments except what (must 

ordinarily) appear thereof; that they should draw their khimār over their (chest) and not display their 

beauty except to their husband, their fathers, their husband's fathers, their sons, their husbands' 

sons, their brothers or their brothers' sons, or their sisters' sons, or their women, or (those) whom 

their right hands possess, or male servants free of physical needs, or small children who have no 

sense of the shame of sex; and that they should not strike their feet in order to draw attention to 

their hidden ornaments.” (The Quran, Chapter 24, Verse 31).  
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In addition, the Prophet Muhammad—who Muslims consider to be God’s final messenger 

to mankind—reportedly once said, “when a woman reaches the age of maturity it is not proper for 

her to show anything except this and this,” and then pointed to his own face and hands. 

To that end, Corpsman  requests approval to wear the Islamic religious garment 

known commonly as the “hijab.” She would also like to wear a uniform that covers her chest, the 

full length of her arms, and her legs down to the ankles.  

As of 2017, the U.S. Army has granted a similar accommodation to Muslim servicewomen 

by permitting them to wear hijabs as part of their official uniform. This decision was in keeping with  

the spirit of the First Amendment of the Constitution, which guarantees religious freedom to the 

American people, including members of the armed forces. Although the U.S. military has its own 

rules and regulations governing the exercise of religion, Department of Defense Instruction Number 

1300.17 states that the Department “places a high value on the rights of members of the Military 

Services to observe the tenets of their respective religions or to observe no religion at all. It protects 

the civil liberties of its personnel and the public to the greatest extent possible, consistent with its 

military requirements…”  

DoD Instruction 1300.17 also states that “unless it could have an adverse impact on military 

readiness, unit cohesion, and good order and discipline, the Military Departments will accommodate 

individual expressions of sincerely held beliefs (conscience, moral principles, or religious beliefs) of 

Service members in accordance with the policies and procedures in this instruction.”  

With this in mind, Corpsman  respectfully requests that the United States Navy 

approve her request to wear clothing that comports with her sincerely held religious beliefs.  

Please feel free to contact us if we can provide additional information, or be of further 

assistance. Thank you for your consideration. 
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Sincerely,  

 
 

 
Edward Ahmed Mitchell 
 
Executive Director 
 
Council on American-Islamic Relations 
 
Georgia Chapter 
 
404-285-9530 
 
emitchell@cair.com 
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